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Key statistics in the Transportation and storage 

sector in Great Britain, 2020 
52,000 
workers 
suffering 
from 

work-related ill health 
(new or long- standing) 
each year 

The rate of total self-reported 
work-related ill health, shows 
no clear trend 

 

Source: LFS, annual average 2017/18-2019/20 

 

11 
fatal 
injuries to 
workers in 
2019/20 

This is broadly similar to the 
annual average number of 14 
fatalities for 2015/16-2019/20  

 

 

Source: RIDDOR  

 

Source: RIDDOR, 2015/16-2019/20. Accident kinds are shown that account 
for 10% or more of injuries. 

  

28,000 
Workers 
sustain 
non-fatal 
injuries at 

work each year 

The rate of self-reported non-
fatal injury to workers shows 
a downward trend  

  

Source: LFS, annual average 
2017/18-2019/20 

Source: Non-fatal injuries reported under RIDDOR 2017/18-2019/20. 
RIDDOR is used here as the LFS is not able to provide a breakdown to this 
level of detail. Accident kinds are shown that account for 10% or more of 
injuries. 
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Introduction 
This report provides a profile of workplace health and safety in the Transportation and 
Storage Sector. The 2007 Standard Industrial Classification (SIC)1 divides the Transportation 
and Storage Sector (SIC H) into 5 divisions, namely: 

¶ Land transport and transport via pipelines (SIC 49) 

¶ Water transport (SIC 50) 

¶ Air transport (SIC 51) 

¶ Warehousing and support activities for transportation (SIC 52) 

¶ Postal and courier activities (SIC 53) 

These divisions do not directly align with the sector plan for health and safety in logistics 
and transport (www.hse.gov.uk/aboutus/strategiesandplans/sector-plans/logistics.htm 
which separates out logistics from passenger transport; consequently, the following 
groupings of 4-digit SIC codes were derived (which are used throughout this report) to 
better align statistics for the Transportation and storage sector (SIC H) with the sector plan. 

Logistics: 
¶ Road Haulage (SIC 4941, 4942) 

¶ Warehousing (SIC 5210) 

¶ Ports (freight) (SIC 5020, 5040, 5222) ς referred to as Ports in this report 

¶ Post and Courier (SIC 5310,5320) 

¶ Freight air transport (SIC 5121, 5122, 5223) ς referred to as Air in this report 

¶ Cross-cutting (SIC 5224,5229) 

Passenger Transport (excluding rail transport): - referred to as Transport in this report: 
¶ SIC 4931, 4932, 4939, 5010, 5030, 5110, 5221 

Other όƻǳǘ ǎŎƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ I{9Ωǎ logistics and transport sector plan, including mostly passenger 
and freight rail transport and transport via pipelines): 
¶ SIC 4910, 4920, 4950 

The Transportation and Storage sector accounts for around 5% of the jobs in Great Britain2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1 The Transportation and storage sector is defined by Section H within the 2007 Standard 
Industrial Classification. See 
www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/classificationsandstandards/ukstandardindustrialclassificationofec
onomicactivities/uksic2007 for more details. 
 
2 Annual Population Survey 2019. Many transport and warehousing workers will be employed 
directly in other industry sectors, and therefore their activities are not included in this report.  

http://www.hse.gov.uk/aboutus/strategiesandplans/sector-plans/logistics.htm
http://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/classificationsandstandards/ukstandardindustrialclassificationofeconomicactivities/uksic2007
http://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/classificationsandstandards/ukstandardindustrialclassificationofeconomicactivities/uksic2007
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Work-related ill health 
All illness 

In Transportation and storage: 

¶ There were an estimated 52,000 work-related ill health cases annually (new 

or long-standing) 

¶ 43% were musculoskeletal disorders, 31% were stress, depression or anxiety 

¶ The rate of total self-reported work-related ill health, shows no clear trend 
Source: LFS, annual average 2017/18-2019/20 

At-a-glance breakdown of ill health cases by grouped sub-sectors 

 

 

Source: LFS, annual average (2011/12, 2013/14-2019/20). An eight-year period is used to improve the reliability of 
the sub-sector estimates. The grouped subsectors are defined in the introduction of this publication. The hatched 
bar indicates that the numbers of sample cases for Ports & Cross cutting are too small to provide an estimate for 
each  

Comparing ill health rates of sub-sectors in Transportation and storage: 
 

 

¶ Around 3.2% of workers 

in Transportation and 
storage suffered from 
work-related ill health 
(new or long standing 
cases), similar to the rate 
for workers across all 
industries (3.2%) 

¶ While there is some 
variation in the sub-sector 
rates, only Road haulage 
has a rate statistically 
significant lower 
compared to All industries  

Source: LFS, annual average (2011/12, 2013/14-2019/20). An eight-year period is used to improve the reliability of 
the sub-sector estimates. The grouped subsectors are defined in the introduction of this publication. 95% 
confidence intervals are shown on the chart.  Figures in italics are based on fewer than 30 sample cases. 
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Work-related ill health 
Musculoskeletal disorders 

In Transportation and storage: 

¶ There were an estimated 23,000 work-related cases of musculoskeletal 

disorders (new or long-standing), just less than half of all ill health in this Sector  

¶ The rate of total self-reported work-related musculoskeletal disorders shows 
no clear trend. 

Source: LFS, annual average 2017/18-2019/20 
 

At-a-glance breakdown of musculoskeletal disorders by grouped sub-sectors 

 
Source: LFS, annual average (2011/12, 2013/14-2019/20). An eight-year period is used to improve the reliability of 
the sub-sector estimates. The grouped subsectors are defined in the introduction of this publication. The hatched bar 
indicates that the numbers of sample cases for Air, Ports, Cross cutting and Other are too small to provide an 
estimate for each. 
 

Comparing rates of musculoskeletal disorders in Transportation and storage 

 

¶ Around 1.6% of workers in 

Transportation and storage 
suffered from work-related 
musculoskeletal disorders 
(new or long standing cases), 
which is statistically 
significantly higher than the 
rate for workers across all 
industries (1.2%) 

¶ While there is variation in the 
sub-sector rates, only Post 
and courier has a rate 
statistically significantly 
higher compared to the All 
industries rate. 

Source: LFS, annual average (2011/12, 2013/14-2019/20). An eight-year period is used to improve the reliability of 
the sub-sector estimates. The grouped subsectors are defined in the introduction of this publication. 95% confidence 
intervals are shown on the chart. Figures in italics are based on fewer than 30 sample cases. 

 
  



This document is available from www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/  Page 6 of 16 

Work-related ill health 
Stress, depression or anxiety 

In Transportation and storage: 

¶ There were an estimated 16,000 work-related cases of stress, depression or 

anxiety (new or long-standing), about a third of all ill health in this Sector  

¶ The rate of total self-reported work-related stress, depression or anxiety shows 
no clear trend 

Source: LFS, annual average 2017/18-2019/20 
 

At-a-glance breakdown of stress, depression or anxiety by grouped sub-sectors 

 
Source: LFS, annual average (2011/12, 2013/14-2019/20). An eight-year period is used to improve the reliability of 
the sub-sector estimates. The grouped subsectors are defined in the introduction of this publication. The hatched bar 
indicates that the numbers of sample cases for Warehousing, Air transport, Ports, Cross cutting and Other are too 
small to provide an estimate for each. 
 

Comparing rates of stress, depression or anxiety in Transportation and storage  

 

¶ Around 1.0% of workers in 

Transportation and storage 
suffered from work-related 
stress depression or anxiety 
(new or long standing 
cases), which is statistically 
significantly lower than the 
rate for workers across All 
industries (1.4%) 

¶ All three sub-sectors for 
which an estimate is 
available show a lower rate 
compared to All industries; 
Road haulage and Transport 
are statistically significantly 
lower. 

Source: LFS, annual average (2011/12, 2013/14-2019/20). An eight-year period is used to improve the reliability of 
the sub-sector estimates. The grouped subsectors are defined in the introduction of this publication. 95% confidence 
intervals are shown on the chart. Figures in italics are based on fewer than 30 sample cases. 
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Work-related ill health 
Changes over time 

All work-related ill health (new and long-standing cases) 
 

 

Source: LFS, annual rates 

Work-related musculoskeletal disorders (new and long-standing cases) 

 

Source: LFS annual averages, grouped by 3 years, from 2004/05 to 2019/20 

Work-related stress, depression or anxiety (new and long-standing cases) 

 
Source: LFS annual averages, grouped by 3 years, from 2004/05 to 2019/20. Estimates for this Sector are based on a 
relatively small number of sample cases, resulting in wide confidence intervals; this makes trends difficult to identify 
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Workplace injuries 
Fatal injuries 

In Transportation and storage: 

¶ There were 11 fatal injuries in 2019/20 

¶ This is broadly in line with the annual average of 14 for 2015/16-2019/20 

¶ Over the same five year period, 35% of deaths were due to being struck by a 

moving vehicle, 22% falls from height and 13% struck by a moving/falling 

object. 

Source: RIDDOR 
 

Transportation and storage compared with All industry 

  

Source: RIDDOR, annual average 2015/16-2019/20 

 

Changes over time 

 
Source: RIDDOR, 2004/05-2019/20 
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Workplace injuries 
Non-fatal injuries (H{9Ωǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ Řŀǘŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ for non-

fatal injuries is the Labour Force Survey (LFS)) 

In Transportation and storage: 

¶ There were an estimated 28,000 workers who sustained an injury at work 

¶ Just under a third of these cases resulted in absence from work of over 7 
days  

¶ The rate of self-reported non-fatal injury to workers shows a downward 
trend 

Source: LFS, annual average 2017/18-2019/20 

At-a-glance breakdown of non-fatal injuries by grouped sub-sectors 

 

Source: LFS, annual average (2012/13-2019/20). An eight-year period is used to improve the reliability of the sub-
sector estimates. The grouped subsectors are defined in the introduction of this publication. The hatched bar 
indicates that the numbers of sample cases for Air transport, Ports and Cross cutting are too small to provide an 
estimate for each. 

Comparing rates of non-fatal injuries in Transportation and storage 

 

¶ Around 2.3% of workers in 

Transportation and storage 
sustained a workplace injury, 
and is statistically 
significantly higher# than the 
rate for workers across All 
industries (1.9%) 

¶ All the sub-sectors within the 
logistics sector (for which an 
estimate is available) have a 
rate of injury statistically 
significantly higher than the 
All industries rate. In 
contrast, the rate in 
Transport is statistically 
significantly lower. 

Source: LFS, annual average (2012/13-2019/20). An eight-year period is used to improve the reliability of the sub-
sector estimates. The grouped subsectors are defined in the introduction of this publication. 95% confidence 
intervals are shown on the chart.  
#
This estimate is based on the annual average over an eight-year period.  The annual-average based on the latest 

three-year period shows the rate, although higher in Transportation and storage compared to the rate across All 
industries to be not statistically significant  














