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Background 

The Competent Authority formed by the Offshore Petroleum Regulator for Environment and 
Decommissioning (OPRED) and the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is named the 
Offshore Major Accident Regulator (OMAR). 

Our Objective 

OMAR’s strategic objective is to prevent safety and environmentally catastrophic incidents 
by ensuring that offshore oil and gas installation owners and operators maintain effective 
major accident risk management arrangements. OMAR will require dutyholders and well 
operators to discharge their legal responsibilities, which are to prevent, control and mitigate 
major safety and environmental accident hazards and their consequences. 

How we aim to achieve this 

Our strategic priorities focus on the design and operation of offshore oil and gas 
installations, the management and maintenance of their integrity, and the effectiveness of 
arrangements for emergency preparedness and response. OPRED and HSE will focus in 5 
areas of priority to: 

• assess safety cases and scrutinise oil pollution emergency plans (OPEPs); 
• inspect combined operation notifications, well notifications and design and 

relocation notifications and safety case thorough review summaries; 
• investigate major or potential major accidents to establish their immediate 

and underlying causes and share relevant information with a view to 
preventing recurrence; 

• proactively inspect to sample compliance in practice with major hazard 
control arrangements described by safety cases and OPEPs; 

• take appropriate regulatory enforcement action to deliver justice and secure 
compliance by those with legal duties under relevant statutory provisions; 

• engage in tripartite consultations involving the OMAR partnership, workers’ 
representatives and installation operators, owners and well operators. 

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) sets out the general working arrangements 
intended to coordinate functions between OPRED and HSE. The MoU is supplemented by 
a suite of process framework diagrams and supporting documents that set out the detailed 
operating procedures of the OMAR partnership. The core framework documents are 
available on the HSE webpage OMAR – the UK’s offshore Competent Authority. 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/omar/index.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/omar/authority/index.htm



