
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 
      

 

   

 

  

  

   

 

 

 

  

     

  

   

 

 

    

   

 

  

     

  

                                                 

HSE’s approach to determining the appropriate period that a new explosives licence should 

be granted for.  

1.	 Other than for fixed rule licences1  and licences for on-site  mixing  of explosives, HSE can grant 

licences for any period  or for a period  without time limit.  

2.	 Where a licence relates to on-site mixing of explosives HSE can grant a licence for up to 5 

years. Given that such licences are generally granted in respect of major construction projects, 

they should be granted for the shorter of either a period of 5 years, or the expected duration 

of the project. 

3.	 When HSE is processing an application for a new licence it will identify an appropriate period 

for the grant of the initial licence. In determining the period that the licence is to be granted 

for HSE will take account of the following scenarios: 

 	 Potential licensee holds the freehold for the site or the freehold is held by a parent 

company : 

 Explosives do not require licensee to hold a ‘police certificate’2  –  consider granting  

licence in perpetuity.  

 Explosives require a ‘police certificate’ – consider granting licence for the period of 

the certificate or such period as the relevant police force states they would expect 

to issue a certificate for. 

 	 Potential licensee holds the leasehold for the site or the freehold is held by a parent 

company : 

 Explosives do not require licensee to hold a ‘police certificate’ – consider granting 

licence for the period of the leasehold. 

 Explosives require a ‘police certificate’ – consider granting licence for the shorter 

of : 

o 	 period of the certificate or such period as the relevant police force states 

they would expect to issue a certificate for; or 

o 	 period of the leasehold. 

 	 Potential licensee holds a lease or other rental agreement for the site: 

 Explosives do not require licensee to hold a ‘police certificate’ – consider granting 

licence for the period of the lease or rental agreement. 

1 
 Fixed-rule sites  fall  outside  the  scope  of  this  guidance.  Licences  for  fixed  rule sites  are  granted  for p eriods  determined  by  the  

application  of  the  guidance  found  at  http://www.hse.gov.uk/explosives/frequently-asked-questions  or,  where  the  licensee  is  
required  to  hold an  explosives  certificate  for t he  store,  for  the  remaining  period  of  the  licensees  explosives  certificate  where  that  
would be  a  lesser  period.  
2 
 For  the  purposes  of  this  guidance  a  ‘police  certificate’  includes  and  explosives  certificate,  a  permission  listed  at  Schedule  2 

part  2  15  (b) o f  ER2014  or a nother  permission  relating  to  ammunition  the  acquisition  of  which  is  regulated  or p rohibited  by  
virtue  of  the  Firearms A cts  1968  to  1997  where  those  permissions  relate  to  explosives  that  will be  manufactured,  stored  or  
otherwise  present  at  the  proposed  licensed  site.  

http://www.hse.gov.uk/explosives/frequently-asked-questions


   

 

 

    

  

 

    

   

 

     

 

 

    

  

 
    

   

    

 

   

 Explosives require a ‘police certificate’ – consider granting licence for the shorter 

of : 

o 	 period of the certificate or such period as the relevant police force states 

they would expect to issue a certificate for; or 

o 	 period of the lease or rental agreement. 

 	 Potential licensee will be operating the site under contract to a third party: 

 Explosives do not require licensee to hold an explosives certificate – consider 

granting licence for the period of the contract. 

 Explosives require an explosives certificate – consider granting licence for the 

shorter of : 

o 	 period of the certificate or such period as the relevant police force states 

they would expect to issue a certificate for; or 

o 	 period of the lease or rental agreement. 

4.	 HSE will then consider the following factors and how they might increase or reduce the period 

that the licence would be granted for. HSE will expect to discuss them with the applicant 

before deciding on the period that the initial licence should be granted for: 

 	 potential licensee is well known to HSE and has a long  term contract at  the site  to  

supply goods or services to HMG; consider extending the period  that the license is 

granted for to the period of the contract.  

 	 new licensee with no inspection  or enforcement history;  consider granting a licence for  

a shorter period than  that referred  to in paragraph  3  which may  then be extended at 

renewal.  

 	 new site where the dutyholder can demonstrate robust safety  management systems 

and/or has a good history  of compliance at another licensed site; expect  to grant the 

licence for the period requested by the applicant (up  to the relevant maximum period  

referred to in paragraph  3).  

 	 potential licensee with history of regularly requiring advice from HSE or other 

regulator; consider  granting the licence for a lesser period than that referred to in 

paragraph  3.  

 	 existing site (i.e. one currently licensed by another licensing authority  or operating  

under a pseudo-licence) with a mixed or poor history of compliance (but where the site  

and person remains fit); consider granting a licence for a short period.  

 	 where the site is yet to be built and has been granted planning permission; grant the 

licence for a period co-terminus with that permission.  

 	 where a site is yet to be built and does not have planning permission;  consider granting  

the licence for the maximum period that the local authority would grant planning  

permission for.  

 	 where the site requires planning permission and local authority indicates that it would  

be unlikely to grant it  either:  

 agree with the potential licensee  that the licence application should be put on  

‘hold’ for a defined period;  

 grant the licence for a short period (up to 5 years); or 



  

 

  

  

   

 

 

 consider recommending that the grant of a licence should be refused. 

5.	 HSE will ensure that there is alignment between any lease or other similar permission from the 

land owner and the description of the site as it appears in the licence. HSE will expect the 

potential licensee to provide positive evidence of the nature of any freehold, leasehold, lease 

or rental agreement where such information has not comprised part of the application. 
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