
Memorandum of Understanding between HSE and HSENI on 
responsibility for the administrative and enforcement 

functions in the UK under the EU PIC Regulation and for 
functions contained in the PIC elements of the BPC 

Regulations, which concern the export and import of 
hazardous chemicals 

In this Memorandum of Understanding: 
"HSE" means the Health and Safety Executive 
"HSENI" means the Health and Safety Executive for Northern Ireland 
"the PIC Regulation" means Regulation (EU) No. 649/2012 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council concerning the export and import of hazardous 
chemicals; 
"the BPC Regulations" means the Biocidal Products and Chemicals 
(Appointment of Authorities and Enforcement) Regulations 2013 (SI 
2013/1506); 
Other expressions used in this Memorandum of Understanding have the 
same meaning as they have in the PIC Regulation. 

1. This Memorandum of Understanding establishes a framework that will 
operate from 1st March 2014, under which HSE and HSENI will carry out: 
(a) their administrative functions as designated national authorities; and 
(b) their enforcement functions, 
pursuant to the PIC Regulation and the PIC elements of the BPC Regulations. 

2. HSE agrees to carry out the administrative functions of designated 
national authorities in respect of both Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 
However, should there be a significant increase in the number of PIC 
notifications in Northern Ireland, HSE may instigate a review of, and/or 
terminate, this Memorandum of Understanding in accordance with paragraph 
5. 

3. HSE and HSENI will collaborate in any way necessary to ensure the 
effective delivery in the UK of the administrative functions of designated 
national authorities and the enforcement functions as contained in the PIC 
Regulation and the PIC elements of the BPC Regulations, in particular by: 

• advising exporters, importers and other interested parties on their 
respective responsibilities and obligations under the PIC Regulation; 

• making exporters aware of any decisions made by importing parties 
regarding the export of chemicals subject to the PIC Regulation 

• making exporters aware of any waivers from the need for explicit 
consent to import that might apply; 

• sharing information on transit movements through Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland of chemicals subject to the PIC Regulation; 



• sharing information on businesses involved in the export and import of 
hazardous chemicals, in particular regarding any infringements of the 
PIC Regulation or the PIC elements of the BPC Regulations; 

• sharing lessons from their mutual performance of the administrative 
and enforcement functions required by the PIC Regulation and the PIC 
elements of the BPC Regulations; 

• liaising on communications with the European Commission and 
Secretariat of the Rotterdam Convention; 

• sharing information and views regarding any UK offer of technical 
assistance to developing countries and countries with economies in 
transition for the sound management of chemicals; 

4. Any sharing of information between HSE and HSENI shall be subject to 
the Data Protection Act 1998 and the Human Rights Act 1998, and in 
accordance with the Cabinet Office Security Policy Framework. HSE and 
HSENI agree·to apply necessary protection to information that is shared 
and to use it only for the purpose for which it is intended. 

5. · This Memorandum of Understanding will be reviewed no later than 
three years from the date on which it is signed, but may be reviewed at 
any time and will terminate on the expiry of six months written notice of 
termination given by either party to it. 

6 . This Memorandum of Understanding supersedes the agreement 
between HSE and DETINI signed in January 2009 with effect from 1st 
March 2014. 
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Kevin Myers Keith Morrison 
Acting Chief Executive Chief Executive 
HSE HSENI 

HSE reference number: CCID 186 
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