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1 INTRODUCTION

This document provides guidance to Installation Operators, Well Operators and Owners of Non
Production Installations for all offshore oil and gas operations conducted in the territorial sea
adjacent to the UK or any area designated under section 1(7) of the Continental Shelf Act 1964.

For simplicity, Installation Operators, Well Operators and Owners of Non Production
Installations will be referred to a sResponsible Pe r s otimraughout this document. In addition,
any Pipeline Operator or Operator of an Oil Handling Facility requiring an Oil Pollution
Emergency Plan (OPEP) should utilise this guidance. For the purposes of this guidance and
The Merchant Shipping (Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation Convention)
Regulations 1998 (as amended) (OPRC Regulations), operators of pipelines are defined as
00Operators ofacQilli tHaemrsd®dl.i ng F

An OPEP is a legally required emergency response document which will facilitate the
implementation of a robust and effective response to an oil pollution incident and minimise the
impact on the marine environment. Applicants are reminded that an OPEP is a publicly
available document which is owned, maintained and implemented by the Responsible Persons.

This Guidance supersedes all previous OPEP guidance issued by the Department of Energy
and Climate Change (the Department).
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2 LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND

The International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Cooperation was
adopted by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) in 1990. The OQil Pollution
Preparedness, Response and Cooperation Convention (OPRC Convention) came into force in
the United Kingdom (UK) on 16 December 1997 and was implemented, in part, through The
Merchant Shipping (Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation Convention)
Regulations 1998 (the OPRC Regulations).

2.1 The OPRC Regulations

In 28 June 2013 the EU Directive 2013/30/EU on the safety of offshore oil and gas operations
(The Offshore Safety Directive) was published. The Offshore Safety Directive (OSD) requires
that certain specified information regarding emergency response measures is provided in an
Internal Emergency Response Plan (IERP) which itself forms part of the Report on Major
Hazards (Safety Case). In the UK the IERP will be delivered, in part, by the OPEP.

The requirements of the OSD must be fully transposed by July 2018 (with the requirements for
existing Non Production Installations to be in place by July 2016).

In order to deliver the requirements of the OPRC Convention and elements of the IERP required
by OSD, the OPRC Regulations are to be amended and will be referenced in future updates to
this guidance.

The amended OPRC Regulations continue to require that all operations carried out on or in
relation to an offshore installation or pipeline (including decommissioning) which may present a
risk of marine pollution by oil are the subject of an OPEP approved by the Secretary of State for
Energy and Climate Change. The amended OPRC Regulations apply to all UK waters and in
any area designated under the Continental Shelf Act 1964 (with additional requirements
introduced for e§pRnsible Pe r s oi resedelow).

The OPRC Regulations have been amended such that the new requirements introduced by the
OSD apply to those offshore oil and gas operations that occur in the territorial sea adjacent to
the UK or in any area designated under section 1(7) of the Continental Shelf Act 1964 from
offshore installations or connected infrastructure. There are consequently differing OPEP
requirements for offshore oil and gas operations conducted out with the boundaries of the
territorial sea adjacent to the UK or which do not involve offshore installations or connected
infrastructure as per the scope of the OSD.

The amended OPRC Regulations consider any facilities in relation to offshore oil and gas
operations that present a risk of marine pollution by oil that are not located in the territorial sea
adjacent to the UK or in any area designated under section 1(7) of the Continental Shelf Act
1964 (i.e. any non-production/production installation located outwith offshore waters) and any
pipeline that does not meet the definition of connected infrastructure as per the OSD as oil
handling facilities.
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2.2 The Offshore Installations (Emergency Pollution Control) Regulations 2002

The Offshore Installations (Emergency Pollution Control) Regulations 2002 (the EPC
Regulations) are made under section 3 of the Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999 to
provide the Secretary of State with intervention powers to prevent and reduce pollution and the
risk of pollution following an accident involving an offshore installation.

The Secretary of Stateds Representative MidhOSRE
powers specified in the EPC Regulations. The powers conferred to the SOSREP are
exercisable in the event that an accident involving an offshore oil and gas installation has
occurred and, in the opinion of the Secretary of State, the accident will, or may cause significant
pollution.

To allow for the potenti al i nvol vement of the
specified in relevant sections of this guidance and be consistent with the National Contingency
Plan (NCP).

2.3 OPEP Approval

The Department is the regulatory authority, on behalf of the Secretary of State, for determining

the suitability of OPEPs for all offshore oil and gas operations (including pipelines) in UK waters

and in any area designated under the Continental Shelf Act. The OPEP review, assessment

and approval process is conducted by the Depal
within the framework of the Offshore Safety Directive regulatory partnership.

OPEPs which relate to certain operations deemed as higher risk (e.g. exploration, appraisal,
deep water, HPHT) require revi ewsemon chanagengmt. o f |

2.4  Inspection, Regulatory Compliance and Enforcement

During Offshore Environmental Inspections OPEP arrangements may be inspected by the
Department. Any inspection may include, but is not limited to:
1T assessment of the crewds understanding o
1 examination of the equipment available for use in the event of an oil release; and
1 review of the exercises undertaken to test the arrangements in the OPEP.

The Department will ascertain that the training of relevant personnel meets requirements of the
amended OPRC Regulations and this guidance during Offshore Environmental Inspections.

The Department will also request returns on an annual basis from Responsible Persons and
Operators of Oil Handling Facilities to confirm the status of training certification and the
exercises that were undertaken to test the OPEP.



OPEP Guidance Notes May 2015

25 Offences

Regulation 7 of the amended OPRC Regulations details the offences in relation to OPEPs.

Regulation 7(1)
Any Operator of an Oil Handling Facility or any Responsible Person who, without reasonable
cause:

a) fails to submit or re-submit an OPEP in accordance with regulation 4(3), (4) or (5);

b) does not maintain an OPEP as approved (with alterations directed by the Secretary of
State, as the case may be, if so directed) under regulation 4(5) to (7); or

c) fails to implement its OPEP in contravention of regulation 4(8),

shall be guilty of an offence punishable on summary conviction by a fine not exceeding the
statutory maximum or on conviction on indictment by a fine.

Regulation 7(2)

Any Person required to make a report under regulation 5 or 6, as the case may be who, without
reasonable cause, fails to comply with that requirement in all respects shall be guilty of an
offence punishable on summary conviction by a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum or on
conviction on indictment by a fine.

Regulation 7(3)
Any Responsible Person who without reasonable cause:

a) fails to comply with a duty under regulation 4(9); or
b) breaches the obligation in regulation 4(10),

is guilty of an offence punishable on summary conviction by a fine not exceeding £5,000, or on
conviction on indictment by a fine.

Regulation 7(4)

Any Operator of an Oil Handling Facility who, without reasonable cause, breaches the obligation
in regulation 4 (11) is guilty of an offence punishable on summary conviction by a fine not
exceeding £5,000, or on conviction on indictment by a fine.

2.6  Additional Guidance for Pipeline Operators

All UKCS pipelines (including interconnectors and any pipeline operated by those companies
who are solely responsible for pipelines and not any other offshore oil and gas infrastructure)
with the potential to release oil must have an approved OPEP. If an Operator states that a
pipeline contains 100% dry gas with no possibility of an oil release there is no requirement for
an OPEP. In such circumstances the Operator of the dry gas pipeline must provide a
justification document to the Department which is to include:

9 details and/or schematic of the pipeline system,;

9 operatorship responsibly limits;

9 total worst case potential gas release in the event of a loss of containment; and

1 ajustification for the statement that there is no oil potential in the pipeline.

If the nature of the pipeline inventory changes such that an oil release becomes possible, the
Department must be notified without delay.
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In the event that there is a subsequent incident involving a release to sea of oil from a pipeline
that was stated by the Operator to contain only dry gas, the Department will initiate an
investigation which may, dependent on the outcome, result in the consideration of appropriate

enforcement action.

10
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3 ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS

3.1 OPEP Submissions / OPEP Submission Cover Sheet / Assessment Template and
Acknowledgement

OPEP submissions to the Department must be accompanied with a completed OPEP
submission cover sheet which clearly identifies the nature of the submission. Failure to provide
a completed cover sheet will result in the Department returning the submission to the
Responsible Person which will delay the assessment process.

To facilitate the assessment process Responsible Persons are strongly advised to provide a
completed Assessment Template with each OPEP which should identify the location of the
required information within the OPEP.

The OPEP submission cover sheet / Assessment Templates can be located on the OSDRO6 s
website.

http://www.hse.gov.uk/osdr/process-framework.htm

All submissions must be sent by email to offshore.inspectorate@decc.gsi.gov.uk.
Hard copy submissions (in a ring binder) are required for:

1 Consolidated OPEP

91 Production Installation / Field OPEP

T New Onshore OPEP

1 New Non Production Installation (NPI) OPEP

1 Pipeline OPEP

Hard copies must be sent to;
The Offshore Inspectorate Admin Team (OPEP)
Department of Energy and Climate Change
Atholl House
86-88 Guild Street
Aberdeen
AB11 6AR

The Department will acknowledge receipt of OPEP submissions electronically to the
Responsible Person and the applicant within one working day. If a hard copy is required as part

of the submission the administrative process will not commence until the hard copy has been
received. This acknowl edgement wi | | i n c ORER eferénbeenuniber,pvaicht me r
must be used in all future correspondence.

11


http://www.hse.gov.uk/osdr/process-framework.htm
mailto:offshore.inspectorate@decc.gsi.gov.uk

OPEP Guidance Notes May 2015

3.2 Responsibility for OPEP Submission

Table 1 below details who has responsibility to submit applications for each specific OPEP type.

Table 1
OPEP Type Applicant
Onshore Well Operator

Installation Operator (where the Well Operator of a subsea tie-
back is different to the host Installation Operator, the Well Operator
may apply for a field offshore OPEP specifically for that tie-back).

Production Installation /
Field( 6 Of f shor e

Where the Installation Operator and the Well Operator are the
same a consolidated OPEP may be submitted to cover the Tier 1,
2 and 3 responses. Where the Installation Operator and the Well
Operator are different, a consolidated OPEP may be written in
collaboration. In such cases the OPEP must be submitted by the
Installation Operator.

Consolidated OPEP

Temporary Operations

OPEP (TOOPEP) Well Operator

Tier 1, 2 and 3 responses may be consolidated into one
Temporary Operations OPEP. In such cases the Consolidated
Temporary Operations OPEP must be submitted by the Well
Operator.

Consolidated TOOPEP

Non Production Installation

(NPI) NPI Owner

Communication and

Interface Plan Installation Operator

Pipeline OPEP Pipeline Operator

3.3 Regulatory Review Period

Subject to Sections 3.3.1, 3.3.2, 3.3.3 and 3.3.4 the Responsible Person is required to submit
the OPEP a minimum of two months before;

1 The proposed start-date of operation(s); or

1 Any proposed changes take effect.

3.3.1 Temporary Operations OPEP (TOOPEP) i Drilling Operations / Workover /
Intervention

The Regulatory review period for a TOOPEP is 21 days where the NPI holds an approved NPI
OPEP and intends to undertake oil and gas operations where an approved Onshore /
Consolidated OPEP is in place. In any other circumstances the regulatory review period for a
TOOPEP is two months.

3.3.2 Communication and Interface Plan - Combined Operations

If a NPI and a Production Installation intend to work in combined operations and both
installations hold approved OPEPs detailing the respective Tier 1 oil pollution response
arrangements and there is an approved Onshore / Consolidated OPEP which details the
response to a Tier 2/3 oil pollution incident the additional information required to ensure that the
OPEPs are appropriate for the proposed combined operations may take the form of a

12
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Communication and Interface Plan which specifies the appropriate interfaces between the
approved offshore OPEPs. In such circumstances the Department requires that the
Communication and Interface Plan is submitted a minimum of 21 days prior to the
commencement of the combined operations with the Communication and Interface Plan being
assessed as an amendment to the Production Installation OPEP.

Note i If the proposed combined operation introduces a more significant worst case scenario
than detailed in the approved OPEPs the Responsible Person must contact the Department a
minimum of two months prior to the commencement of operations to agree an appropriate
review period.

3.3.3 OPEP Submissions in relation to new Safety Cases

When any OPEP is submitted to accompany a new Safety Case the OPEP should ideally be
submitted at the same time as the Safety Case. However the regulatory review period for such
OPEP submissions is two months prior to commencement of operations.

3.3.4 OPEP Submissions in relation to Material Change(s) to a Safety Case

When any OPEP is being re-submitted due to a Safety Case Material Change the OPEP
submission should ideally be made in conjunction with the Safety Case submission. If the
Material Change does not affect the OPEP there is no requirement to re-submit the OPEP.

3.4 Consultees

The Department consults with a range of organisations/Government Departments during the
OPEP approval process. The Department will identify the appropriate consultee(s) and forward
the OPEP for comment. Any consultee comments received will be assessed by the Department
and, if applicable, will be included within any clarifications or Non-approval Issues.

3.5 The Department Assessment Process

The Department will assess the OPEP against the relevant Assessment Template.

Where there is a need for clarification on aspects of the OPEP the Department will liaise with
the Responsible Person to determine the appropriate mechanism to resolve / clarify these
areas. Where any Non-approval Issues have been identified these will be sent to the
Responsible Person by letter for action.

3.5.1 Clarification Requests

During the assessment process the Department may identify the need for the Responsible
Person to clarify certain aspects of the OPEP. In such circumstances the Department will
contact the Responsible Person directly.

Following clarification, if amendments are required to the OPEP the Department may either

request that they be made during the assessment process or the Department may approve the
OPEP subject to the amendments being made to controlled copies.

13
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3.5.2 Non-Approval Issues (NAIs)

If the Department identifies that the OPEP fails to demonstrate compliance with the OPRC
Regulations and this associated Guidance the reasons for non-compliance will be raised as
NAIs. All NAls will be communicated by letter to the Responsible Person. The OPEP will not
be approved until such time as all NAIs have been addressed.

All responses to NAIs must be sent to the Offshore Inspectorate e-mail inbox and do not require
an OPEP submission cover sheet. Any changes made to the OPEP in response to the NAIs
must be highlighted within any amended OPEP submission. The Department will acknowledge
receipt of all responses by e-mail to the Responsible Persons and the applicant.

3.6 OPEP Approval and Controlled Copies

Once an OPEP has been deemed to meet the requirements of the OPRC Regulations and this
Guidance, an Approval Letter will be issued by the Department.

The Responsible Person must ensure that a hard copy of the approved OPEP (controlled copy)
Is accessible to all personnel expected to reference it during the response to an oil spill event. A
minimum of one copy of all relevant OPEPs must be available on each offshore installation. All
onshore response centres must hold copies of all relevant OPEPs.

The Responsible Person must provide the Department with a controlled copy of all approved
OPEPs in both an electronic and hard copy format within three weeks of approval. When
submitted these must be accompanied with an OPEP submission cover sheet identifying the
submission as a controlled copy.

Where there is a change in operatorship / ownership the new Responsible Person must submit
an OPEP for approval at least two months prior to the transfer taking place. The Department
will not issue an updated OPEP Approval Letter until the appropriate legal transfer has
completed.

Controlled copies of approved OPEPs must be forwarded to the organisations listed in Table 2.
Table 2

Organisation | Required format | Contact details

All OPEPs

Offshore.inspectorate@decc.gsi.gov.uk
Atholl House, 86-88 Guild Street,

DECC Ring-bound hard copy &

ElectronNg Aberdeen, AB11 6AR.
MCA Electronic OPEP@mcga.gov.uk
JNCC Electronic jnccadvice@jncc.qov.uk
Waters adjacent to Scotland
Marine Electronic spillresponse@marlab.ac.uk

Scotland (MS)

Waters adjacent to England & Wales

Marine
Management
Organisation
(MMO)

Electronic Dispersants@marinemanagement.org.uk

14
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3.7 Amendments

Any amendments to an approved OPEP must be subsequently approved by the Department.
Any such amendments should be highlighted in an updated submission and be accompanied by
a completed OPEP submission cover sheet.

Where any amendment constitutes a major change which affects or could affect the validity or
effectiveness of an OPEP to a material extent the updated submission should be accompanied
by a completed Assessment Template.

Responsible Persons must submit any amendments as soon as possible after they become
known and major amendments must be approved by the Department prior to implementing any
such changes or starting operations.

These amendments will be recorded by the Department on a control sheet which will be issued
to the Responsible Person. The control sheet must be retained within the OPEP along with the
Approval letter. The control sheet will detail the date of amendment submission, details of the
amendment(s), the date the amendments were approved and which person gave the approval.

3.8 Five Year Review

Every Responsible Person must carry out a full review of each OPEP within five years of the
date upon which the OPEP was first approved and a minimum of every five years thereatfter.

The five year review may be brought forward to coincide with a major amendment to the OPEP.
In such circumstances the Responsible Persons must have undertaken a full review of their
OPEP and clearly identify the submission as a five year review on the OPEP submission cover
sheet.

All five year reviews must be submitted to the Department at least two months before the end of
the five year review period.

3.9 Cessation of Operations

Responsible Persons must notify the Department, Controlled Copy Holders and consultees
when the oil and gas operations included in the scope of the OPEP / Communication and
Interface Plan have ceased and must remove such plans from operational use.

3.10 Freedom of Information / Environmental Information Regulation Requests

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOI) and the Environmental Information
Regulations 2004 (EIR) the Department is required, upon request, to consider making available

copies of any material held including any OPEP submissions.

Certain exemptions under FOI and/or EIR may allow some information in an OPEP to be
redacted (withheld) from the requestor.

Information can only be redacted under the exception/exemption rules as defined within the EIR
Regulations.

The type(s) of information contained in an OPEP that may potentially be redacted include:

15
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Names of individual personnel (if not already in the public domain);

Land line/mobile phone numbers and email addresses (if not already in the public
domain); and

1 Commercially sensitive information*

1
1

*Responsible Persons should contact the Department to seek clarification regarding any
information they may wish to deem to be commercially sensitive.

The Department will notify any Responsible Persons of any FOI/EIR requests. If required the
Responsible Person must provide the Department with a redacted electronic version of any
requested OPEP within three working days of receipt of such a request. This approach will
allow the Department to meet the FOI/EIR response timescales.

In an effort to manage these time frames and requirements, the Responsible Person should
consider retaining a redacted electronic version of all approved OPEPs within the controlled
documents management system.

3.11 Financial Responsibility

Licensees are required to provide evidence to demonstrate Financial Responsibility to cover
liabilities potentially deriving from their petroleum operations and to maintain sufficient capacity
to meet all of its financial obligations resulting from liabilities for offshore petroleum operations
carried out under its licences.

Licensees must provide evidence to demonstrate Financial Responsibility in sufficient
timescales to allow the Department to undertake the review process prior to the commencement
of any planned operations.

The Financial Responsibility assessment is not part of the OPEP review process, with the
information provided being assessed under the provisions of the Offshore Petroleum Licensing
(Offshore Safety Directive) Regulations 2015*.

*The Department Guidance Note and the Oil and Gas UK Guidelines regarding Financial
Responsibility will be updated to reflect these changes.

If you have queries on an aspect of an OPEP submission you should contact the OPEP
Manager or OEIl at the following email address

offshore.inspectorate@decc.gsi.gov.uk

16
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APPENDIX AT STRUCTURE AND CONTENT OF OPEPs

An OPEP is an operational document required to facilitate the response to an oil pollution
incident. As such, it must be constructed in a manner which enables all users, including
external stakeholders, to promptly gather the key information required to identify and implement
the most effective response strategy.

This Appendix details all aspects which the Department require to be contained within an
OPEP. Assessment Templates used by the Department when reviewing an OPEP are available
on the Offshore Safety Directive Regulator (OSDR) website at:

http://www.hse.gov.uk/osdr/process-framework.htm

To facilitate the review process, upon submission of an OPEP there is an expectation that the
applicant will include a copy of the Assessment Template which provide a reference detailing
where each aspect can be found within the OPEP. The applicant can also use this process as a
quality control check to ensure the submitted OPEP contains all required information.

For each aspect in the Assessment Template, a table of guidance is provided to clarify what is
required within the OPEP. This guidance table is constructed and numbered to correspond with
the Assessment Template.

For OPEPs other than NPl OPEPs and Communication and Interface Plans the Consolidated
Assessment Template and associated guidance should be followed.

A.1 OPEP Types
There are a number of approaches Responsible Persons can adopt when preparing an OPEP.
It is for the Responsible Person to determine how to structure their oil spill response

documentation in a manner which ensures full compliance with The OPRC Regulations and this
Guidance.

A.1.1 Onshore OPEP

It is recognised that the majority of Responsible Persons will prepare an @nshored O Pvihih
will detail Tier 2/3 response arrangements applicable to the installation(s) for which they have

responsibility. Such @nshore6OPEPs will be supplementedbyan o6of f shoredé OPEP

the Tier 1 response arrangements plus any installation/field specific Tier 2/3 information not
included in the onshore document (such as relief well arrangements detailed in Section A.5). It
is recognised that under certain circumstances the Tier 1 and Tier 2/3 response documents may
be the responsibility of different organisations e.g. Tier 1 by the Installation Operator, Tier 2/3 by
the Well Operator.

A.1.2 Offshore OPEP
Production Installation / Field OPEP
These OPEPs will detail the production installation(s) Tier 1 response arrangements and any

other pertinent information required by the On-Scene Commander to undertake an effective
response to a pollution event.
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It i's acceptable for a 0 bei ardndetnent® PEMRoretth@an omedo n't a
installation provided the required information, as defined in this Guidance, is included for each
installation and there is effective delineation within the OPEP between installations to allow for

ease of reference between the relevant sections.

Where the Well Operator of a subsea tie-back is different to the host Installation Operator, the
Well Operator of the tie back may hold a separate offshore Field OPEP (Tier 1) specifically for
that tie-back. This OPEP must be held on the host installation.

Temporary Operations OPEP (TOOPEP)

This is required in conjunction with an NPl OPEP where the NPI is undertaking operations
which are not detailed within an existing Production Installation/Field OPEP. It must include all
information required within a Production installation/Field OPEP with the exception of that which
has already been provided with the NPl OPEP and any relevant onshore OPEP. Roles and
responsibilities, reporting requirements and the interface arrangements between different OPEP
types must be clearly detailed within the TOOPEP.

A.1.3 Consolidated OPEP

Responsible Persons may wish to combine the offshore and onshore elements into a single
document which detail the entire Tier 1, 2 and 3 response arrangements. Such an approach
would necessitate the OPEP outlining both offshore and onshore roles and responsibilities. In
such cases the Department expect separation of the offshore and onshore aspects to provide
clear delineation of the information required to facilitate an effective offshore response.

A.1.4 Non Production Installation (NPI) OPEP

NPIs include mobile offshore drilling units, light well intervention vessels, flotels and jack-up
accommodation/maintenance/light well intervention barges.

The NPI OPEP details part of the Tier 1 response arrangements that are specific to that NPI.
The intention is that the NP1 OPEP will not change from operation to operation, and will only
require amendment in the event that the specific arrangements on that NPI have changed. As
these OPEPs cannot be site specific, the information contained within will be limited and this will
be supplemented by information provided in the Production Installation/Field OPEP, the
TOOPEP and the Communication and Interface Plan as appropriate. This is represented in
Table A.1 below.

A.1.5 Communication and Interface Plan

The Communication and Interface Plan will act as a link between the OPEP of the NPI
undertaking combined operations, the Production Installation/Field OPEP and any relevant Tier
2/3 response plan. It must detail any operation specific requirements such as roles,
responsibilities, reporting requirements and response options. Prior to the commencement of
any combined operations, this document must be approved by the Department in the same
manner as other OPEP types.

It is acceptable for the Responsible Person to submit an existing Bridging Document which

details the requirements of the Communication and Interface Plan. This should be clearly
referenced in the relevant section of the Assessment Template.
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A.1.6 Pipelines

All pipelines which contain oil must be included within the scope of an approved OPEP.
Pipelines which are connected infrastructure are considered part of an installation and should
be included in the relevant Production Installation/Field OPEP or have OPEP arrangements in
place which contain the relevant Tier 1/2/3 response arrangements. If a pipeline is not
connected infrastructure it is considered to be an Oil Handling Facility and in this case a specific
Oil Handling Facility OPEP must be prepared which contains the information detailed within the
Consolidated OPEP Assessment Template, subject to the OPEP contents requirements in
Table A.2. The Oil Handling Facility OPEP should detail specific roles and responsibilities and
contain information applicable to that pipeline.

The OPRC Regulations allow for joint OPEPs in respect of Oil Handling Facilities and
associated installations / connected infrastructure. For example a pipeline from an installation to
an onshore terminal would be defined as an Oil Handling Facility from the point beyond the
installation 500 m zone to the terminal. The Responsible Person can include this pipeline within
the scope of either a Production Installation / Field OPEP or a dedicated Oil Handling Facility
OPEP.

A.1.7 Suspended Wells

Response arrangements relating to suspended wells must be detailed within an OPEP if a
review by the Responsible Person has determined that it could give rise to a pollution event.

When determining whether the suspended well could give rise to a pollution event,
consideration should be given, as a minimum, to whether the well has been suspended to the
latest industry guidelines; the flow potential of the well when it was suspended; and any ongoing
monitoring of the suspended well which may indicate that the integrity of the suspended well
has become, or is likely to become, compromised. If in doubt, the suspended well should be
included within an OPEP.

A.1.8 Installations not in Offshore Waters

If any facility which would otherwise be regarded as an offshore installation is not located in
offshore waters, it is regarded as an Oil Handling Facility for the purposes of the OPRC
Regulations. Such facilities are out with the scope of the OSD and the additional requirements
of the 2015 amendments to the OPRC Regulations do not apply. Table A.2 below identifies the
OPEP requirements for such a facility.

A.1.9 Decommissioning

The OPRC Regulations require OPEPSs to remain in place during decommissioning activities.
Consequently all offshore installations and oil handling facilities must maintain an OPEP until
such time as the decommissioning programme has been accepted as completed by the
Department or the Responsible Person has determined that there is no risk of an oil pollution
event.

A.1.10 Operations from Vessels with no Requirement for a Safety Case

Operations involving oil and gas infrastructure may be undertaken using vessels which have no
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requirement for an accepted Safety Case and therefore no approved NPI OPEP (e.g. Dive
Support Vessels). If the operation could give rise to an oil pollution event (e.g. the removal of
barriers, breaking containment) then the relevant details must be included within an OPEP. It is
expected that these details would be provided within a Communication and Interface Plan or
TOOPEP.

A.2 OPEP Type Requirements

For the different operational activities possible Table A.1 below identifies which OPEP types are
required.

Table A.1
OPEP Type
Activities Onshore | Production | NPI TOOPEP | Communication
Installation / | OPEP and Interface
Field Plan

Production | Installation
Operations | (inc sub-sea X X

tiebacks)

Field

Multiple X X

Installations

Pipelines X X

FSU X X
Tempo_rary Comblr_1ed X X X X
Operations | Operations

Non-

combined X X X

operations
Suspended
Wells y X

Note T with the exception of NPl OPEPs and C&l Plans any of the above OPEP Types are
considered to be an Oil Handling Facility OPEP if they relate to operations:

 undertaken within internal waters; or
 on non-connected infrastructure,

as detailed in A1.6 and A1.8 above.
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A.3 OPEP Content Requirements

Table A.2 below specifies which aspects from the Assessment Templates are required for
inclusion within each OPEP type. The numbers correspond to the Consolidated OPEP
Assessment Template.

Guidance for NPI OPEPs and Communication and Interface Plans are provided in Sections A.6

and A.7.

Table A.2

Assessment Template / Consolidated OPEP

supporting guidance : .
Oil Handling
Offshore OPEP
reference . Facility OPEP
(from Section A.5 and the (Production Onshore OPEP
Consolidated OPEP Installation / Field /

Assessment Template) TOOPEP)
1. Scope of OPEP Required Required Required
2. Fast Facts Required Required
3. Infrastructure Diagram Required Required
4. Response Initiation / . . .

Direction Required Required Required
5. Contractor Mobilisation Required Required
6. Cap / Relief Well . .

Mobilisation Required Required
7. Notification of Onshore . Required if

Required :

Response Team applicable
8. Sourcing of Real Time . .

Modelling Required Required
9. Notification and Liaison

with Regulatory . . .

Authorities and Statutory Required Required Required

Bodies
10.Details of Regulatory

Authorities and Statutory Required Required

Bodies
11.Training Required Required
12.Exercises Required Required
13.0il Inventories Required Required
14.0il Characteristics Required Required
15.Worst Case Release Required Required
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16.Limiting Environmental
Risk and Response Required Required Required
Arrangements
17. Relllef Well Details and Required in either OPEP Rqulred if
timing applicable
18.V\(el! Capping and Required in either OPEP Rqulred i
Timings applicable
19.Inventory of OI‘| Spill Required Required
Response Equipment
20.Dispersant Information Required Rqulred i
applicable
21.Response Effectiveness Required
22.Dispersant Product Required in either OPEP Reqt_ured if
Approval applicable
23. Dls_persant Type and Required in either OPEP Reqt_ured if
Efficacy applicable
24.0il Spill Response Required in either OPEP Required
25.Response Strategies Required in either OPEP Required
26.0il Spill Volume . .
Calculation Required Required
27.Modelling Required Required
28.Sensitivities Required Required
29.Emergency Contact . . .
Details Required Required Required
30.Reporting Mechanism Required Required Required
31. Response Tiers Required Required Required
32.Transboundary Impacts Required Required
33.0CU Required Required
34.0CU Members Required Required
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A.4  OPEP Assessment Templates

The following tables detail the information which must be included within each OPEP type and refer to the Assessment Templates available
from the OSDR website. The Assessment Template will be used by the Department when reviewing OPEPs.

To facilitate the review process there i s Lacatioreoxipé ot antait ume withih éhé | t h e
Template and provide a reference detailing where each aspect can be found within the OPEP. The Template, with this information, should
be submitted to the Department with the OPEP.

Iftheappl i cant f ai | s otaton af nformét e toen 6t hceo Ipholomg the reviewvpetiotl and potentially delay the approval of
the OPEP.

A.5 Guidance on Requirements for Consolidated OPEPs

The OPEP must include the following:

1 Details of the organisation responsible for the OPEP
1 Details of all infrastructure to which the OPEP relates
1

Details of operations to which the OPEP relates (this should include any future operations which may be
1. Scope of OPEP undertaken)

Details of any additional OPEPs which may be required to interface with the plan e.g. third party tie-backs, NPI
OPEPs etc. Where additional OPEPs exist, the relevant parties must agree who takes primacy when responding to
an oil pollution incident. The agreed roles must be clearly defined within the relevant OPEP.

The OPEP must include atableof O Fast F ac sspgedfic mfbrmatidm reldtmd ta thd installation(s). If the
OPEPrelatestomul t i pl e installations O6Fast Factsd6 for each

1 Installation Name
2. Fast Facts 1 Installation Type (steel jacket, concrete gravity, FPSO, etc.)
1 Installation Operator Name

1 Well Operator Name

1

Field Name
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UKCS Block Number

Latitude and Longitude (deg, min, sec)

Water Depth (m)

Direction, Location and Distance to Nearest UK Landfall (e.g. Fraserburgh, 130km, WSW)
Direction, Location and Distance to Nearest UK Protected Area (e.g. Dogger Bank, 30km, SW)
Direction, Location and Distance to Nearest median line (e.g. Norwegian, 30km, NE)

Details of neighbouring installation(s) (Name, Direction and Distance(km))

Hydrocarbon Type (oil, condensate, gas)

Worst-Case Unconstrained Well Flow Rate (m3/day)

Maximum Possible Hydrocarbon Inventory (m3)

Maximum Pipeline Inventory (m3)

State if well is HPHT and / or Deep Water

Details if within Sensitive Areas or any area protected by domestic or international legislation.
Name of Pollution Response Contractor

A A2 -49_-9_9_-9_-9_49_45_95_-°9_-°_-2-

The information should be presented in a tabular form.

Where OPEPs contain details of more than one installation, the worst case oil release scenario must be described
for each installation as the OPRC regulations require each installation to describe its own worst case scenario.
However, only the Field worst case is required to be modelled.

The OPEP must include a diagram showing all relevant field layouts. Diagrams must as a minimum include the

' g]iggf;rrgcture location of all installations, tie-backs, subsea infrastructure, pipelines which are within the scope of the OPEP.
The OPEP must state the positions of the person authorised to initiate emergency response procedures. This is
usually the installation OIM.
. Response
g‘ilrtleecl:ttli%r;/ The OPEP must also state the position of the person responsible for directing the internal emergency response.

This will usually be a senior member of the onshore response team.
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. Contractor

Mobilisation

The OPEP must summarise the activation process and interface arrangements relating to any accredited response
organisation/contractor employed. It must also identify the position responsible for undertaking the activation.

. Cap / Relief Well
Mobilisation

Where applicable, the OPEP must identify the position responsible for authorising the mobilisation of a capping
operation and/or relief well operations.

. Notification of

Onshore
Response Team

The OPEP must detail how offshore personnel will notify relevant onshore response teams.

. Sourcing of real
time Modelling

The OPEP must state how real time spill modelling will be sourced.

. Notification and

Liaison with
Regulatory
Authorities and
Statutory Bodies

The OPEP must detail positions with responsibility to undertake initial notifications to the relevant Regulatory
Authorities and Statutory Bodies.

The OPEP must also detail the positions with responsibility for the on-going liaison with the relevant Regulatory
Authorities and Statutory Bodies.

(This information is generally presented within a checkilist).
The relevant authorities and reporting requirements are listed in Appendix D.

10.Details of

Regulatory
Authorities and
Statutory Bodies

The OPEP must contain a narrative or diagram detailing the roles, responsibilities and jurisdictions of any relevant
Regulatory Authorities and Statutory Bodies. Examples include:

1 Maritime Coastguard Agency (MCA);

1 Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC);

1 Marine Scotland i Marine Laboratory (MS-ML);

9 Marine Management Organisation (MMO);
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Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC);

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) / Natural England (NE) / Natural Resources Wales / Northern Ireland
Environment Agency;

1 Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) / Environment Agency (EA);

9 Local Authorities;

1 Isle of Man Department of Infrastructure

= =4

11.Training

The OPEP must detail all relevant Oil Pollution Response training requirements in accordance with the guidance
provided in Appendix C.

12.Exercises

The OPEP must detail all relevant Oil Pollution Response exercise requirements in accordance with the guidance
provided in Appendix C.

13.0il Inventories

The OPEP must detail all relevant installation/field oil inventories. This must include the following:
Wells
1 unique identification name/number
1 maximum unconstrained flow rates (m®day) for all wells detailed within the OPEP. The flow rate must
be consistent with information provided in all other regulatory submissions
1 Latitude and Longitude (deg, min, sec) of wellhead(s) if located remotely from installation
9 status (producing / suspended)
1 HP/HT
Pipelines
1 name/PL number
1 maximum pipeline oil inventory (m®)
1 Operator
9 internal diameter (mm)
1 length (km)
Crude Ol
1 maximum possible crude oil inventory on installation(s) (m®)
Diesel
1 maximum possible diesel inventory on installation(s) (m°)
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14.0il
Characteristics

The OPEP must detail specific characteristics relating to the oil produced from each reservoir and the export oil. As
a minimum these characteristics must include the following:

ITOPF Grouping
Specific Gravity
Viscosity

Wax Content
Asphaltene Content
Pour Point

= =4 =4 -8 -9 -9

For exploration wells where information may be limited, all known oil characteristics must be detailed and the
OPEP updated as these characteristics are established.

15.Worst Case

The OPEP must detail the worst case oil release and the identified scenario which could give rise to this release as
presented in the Safety Case. This should include release quantity (m®) and also detail how this figure was derived.

The OPEP must also provide details of the release rate.

Release Where OPEPs contain details of more than one installation, the worst case oil release and scenario must be
described for each installation as the OPRC regulations require each installation to describe its own worst case
scenario. However, only the Field worst case is required to be modelled.

The OPEP must contain a description of the arrangements to limit environmental risk. This may include relevant
references to the safety case and/or by demonstrating that suitably robust systems are in place to train staff and
16.Limiting assess competence and that relevant procedures are in place, particularly with regard to emergency response.

Environmental

Risk and The OPEP must identify all relevant pollution response roles and responsibilities. This should sequentially detail

Response actions required from the initiation of the response to its conclusion and should effect i vel y hi ghl i g

Arrangements and w h e Mhis.requirement may be delivered by the use of checklists.
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17.Relief Well
Details and
Timing

If the drilling of a relief well has been identified as a response option, the OPEP must detail the following:
1 Any specific MODU configuration required to drill the relief well (e.g. HP/HT, deep water etc.)
1 Provide details if the limited availability of a suitably configured MODU may cause delays to the relief well
operations

A justification must be provided within the OPEP if a relief well is not deemed an appropriate response option.

An estimation of the time required to complete the relief well operation must be included in the OPEP. This is an
estimation of time required from the day the relief well operation is mobilised to the day the well is killed.

18.Well Capping
and Timings

If a well capping device has been identified as a source control option, the OPEP must contain the following:
Details of the capping device(s) deemed suitable for use
1 Confirmation that the suitability of the capping device(s) has been fully assessed and is compatible with the
well infrastructure and is certified for the anticipated well pressures
1 Details of the specialist contractor(s) providing the device(s)
1 Contact details of the specialist contractor(s)

A justification must be provided within the OPEP if a capping device is not deemed an appropriate source control
option.

An estimation of the time required to complete the well capping operation must be included in the OPEP. This is
an estimation of time required from the day the capping operation is mobilised to the day the well is successfully
capped.

19.Inventory of QOil
Spill Response
Equipment

The OPEP must fully describe the inventory of oil spill response equipment available. This should reference a
register of equipment held by any contracted oil spill response provider and be supplemented by any additional
equipment not included in the register e.g. installation/field specific pollution response equipment. The following
details must be provided with regards to any such additional equipment:

1 Details of ownership
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Storage locations

Transport arrangements to deployment site

Mode of deployment

Measures in place to ensure that the oil spill response equipment and procedures are maintained in an
operable condition.

= =4 -8 -4

The OPEP must confirm that an oil spill sampling strategy is in place in line with Appendix E.

20.Dispersant
Information

If dispersant use is identified as part of an oil spill response strategy the OPEP must provide the following:

1. details of any dispersant held on the ERRV or other response vessels which could be utilised:
1 Type of dispersant (as per MMO approved list);
f Quantity (m*/ tonnes);

2. confirmation within the OPEP that the chosen dispersant held on the ERRV is suitable for application given the
oil characteristics as detailed in the OPEP. Where the OPEP contains oil of differing characteristics the
Responsible Person must justify in the OPEP the rational for the chosen dispersant. Dispersant selection must be
undertaken in accordance with the relevant MMO Protocol for efficacy testing i Report LR448. Selection should be
re-evaluated should the reservoir oils significantly change.

Where a sample doesnot exi st e . gen aitest shbudee aamied eut vsing aa |
appropriate analogue oil selected on the basis of predicted oil characteristics.

If the ERRV is replaced, provision must be made to maintain the dispersant response capability as detailed within
the OPEP. If there is no provision for an ERRV or dispersant this should be justified.

21.Response
Effectiveness

The OPEP must contain a link to the OGUK Oil Spill Response Effectiveness Register in UK Waters Guidelines
(http://www.oilandgasuk.co.uk/publications/publications.cfm) and/or detail the relevant location and operation
specific information from that document.

22.Dispersant
Product
Approval

If chemical dispersants have been identified as part of the response strategy, Operators must ensure that the
dispersants used are included within the MMO list of approved dispersants.

29


http://www.oilandgasuk.co.uk/publications/publications.cfm

OPEP Guidance Notes May 2015

23.Dispersant Type
and Efficacy

Where dispersant use has been identified as a response strategy, the OPEP must include all relevant dispersant
use and approval requirements of the Guidance detailed in Appendix F.

24.0il Spill
Response

The OPEP must detail the arrangements in place with any specialist oil spill response contractor. Details must
include the following:
1 Name and contact details of the accredited oil spill response contractor,
1 Response capabilities of the contractor. This may be demonstrated by a link to the contractor capability
statement.

Evidence of contracts and/or capabilities may be requested by the Department prior to approval of the OPEP.

Where the Responsible Persons have additional oil spill response equipment available e.g. location specific
equipment, the OPEP must provide details and describe the capability of the equipment.

For all response resources identified the OPEP must detail the time taken to deploy the resource on location.
If the worst case spill modelling indicates that the oil pollution is likely to beach, the OPEP must provide
confirmation that appropriate spill response resources can be mobilised to any beaching location in the UK in

sufficient time to allow response measures to be implemented and minimise the impact of any pollution.

Where necessary has conformation been provided that a Shoreline Protection Plan (SPP) has been created and
that the Local Authority has been consulted on this plan. See Appendix G for the SPP requirements.

25.Response
Strategies

The OPEP must identify appropriate strategies to facilitate a prompt and effective response to a pollution event,
including details of how and when they would be employed. These details must include strategies which are
specific to the location(s) within the OPEP (e.g. surveillance, dispersants, oil recovery, etc.). Appendix | details
specific aerial surveillance requirements.

The following strategies are available. A brief justification must be provided if they are not deemed appropriate:

1 Monitoring and Surveillance (from installation, vessel, aircraft, satellite)
1 Dispersion (natural or chemically/mechanically assisted)
1 Containment and Recovery (booming and mechanical recovery)
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1 Source Control (well capping and relief well operations)

If controlled burning is identified as a potential response option justification to support this must be provided.

26.Oil Spill Volume

Responsible Persons must establish the quantity of any oil released to sea. The OPEP must detail how such
guantifications will be undertaken acknowledging that there are a number of methods to achieve this:

1 Measured, e.g. quantities are determined based on level indication, tank drop, tank volume, metering etc.

i Calculated, e.g. quantities are determined based upon a known flow rate to sea for a known duration, an
estimated flow rate and duration, or calculated from known quantities and known concentrations.

1 Bonn Agreement Oil Appearance Code (BAOAC) estimations of oil on the sea, e.g. quantities are
determined based upon observations of sheen size and appearance on the sea surface. A maximum and
minimum figure shall be provided where BAOAC are utilised in order to allow a suitable assessment of

Calculation potenti al poll ution, in accor damece with the Depar
Responsible Persons should use all available methods at their disposal to ensure that quantification of oil to sea is
as accurate as possible.

The movement of any visible pollution must also be tracked and methods used to undertake this must be detailed
within the OPEP.
A conversion table to aid reporting (e.g. m* to tonnes) should be included.

27. Modelling

The OPEP must include modelling which meets the requirements of the Guidance detailed in Appendix B.

28. Sensitivities

The OPEP must contain details of relevant environmental sensitivities. These include:
1 Seabird vulnerability spanning a calendar year for each block within the scope of the OPEP and all adjoining
blocks.
1 Fishery sensitivities spawning and nursery grounds spanning a calendar year within the appropriate ICES
square.
I Cetacean sensitivities spanning a calendar year in the surrounding area.
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1 Location and name of all UKCS protected areas which may be impacted in the event of a worst case
release.

29.Emergency
Contact Details

The OPEP must contain a list of all relevant emergency contact details, which include:

Regulatory Authorities and Statutory Bodies (including relevant Conservation Agencies)

Relevant Local Authorities

Oil Spill / Emergency Response Contractor(s)

All relevant onshore and offshore emergency contact details (note that a permanently manned onshore
contact number must be provided to allow communication regardless of time or date)

1 Contact details for neighbouring installations or pipelines

= =4 -8 4

30. Reporting
Mechanism

The OPEP must confirm that all releases of oil to sea, regardless of quantity must be reported in accordance with
t he Department 6s. The OREP mGst dethinatl celevant reporting requirements, mechanisms and
timelines.

The OPEP must define the different situations by which each statutory body should be contacted and by what
method.

The PON1 Guidance contains the current reporting requirements and timelines. A summary of reporting
requirements is provided in Appendix D and the relevant sections must be included within the OPEP.

31. Response Tiers

The OPEP must provide a description of how response tier levels are identified and escalated. Tier Level response
must be consistent with the NCP. Where response arrangements transfer from one Responsible Person to another,
the mechanism and management for this must be described in the OPEP (e.g. where an installation operator Tier 1
response transfers or escalates to the well operators Tier 2/3 response).
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32.Transboundary
Impacts

The MCA have responsibility, via various international agreements, to notify Coastal States if pollution is likely to
enter their waters. Responsible Persons must therefore assess any potential transboundary impact and describe
in the OPEP how the MCA would be informed.

33. Operations
Control Unit

The OPEP must detail the relevant interfaces with the OCU and must also identify the location and address of the
OCU and confirm that it meets all requirements provided in Appendix H.

34.0perations
Control Unit
Members

The OPEP must detail the positions identified to fulfil key roles in the event that an OCU is established. These
roles are:

1 The Emergency Operations Manager (EOM);

1 The Op e r a Represgrdative (or Representatives if more than one Operator involved);

1 The Op e r a TeshniGakRepresentative who would attend the OCU

It is not acceptable to have one position fulfil all roles within the OCU. Selected positions must have the authority
to speak and act on behalf of the Responsible Persons6 or gani sati on

The EOM, and other relevant response personnel, must be appropriately trained, as detailed in Section 7 and the
Oil Spill Response Training guidelines for the UK offshore oil and gas industry.
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A.6 Guidance on Requirements for Non Production Installation (NPI) OPEP

Assessment Table
Requirement

Guidance

1. Response
Initiation /
Direction

The NPl OPEP must detail the positions of persons on the installation who will initiate and direct the oil spill
response.

The NPI OPEP must state that, in the scenario when the response to any incident is directed by person(s) who are
not the owner of the NPI that further arrangements explaining the interface will be described in the relevant
TOOPEP or Communication and Interface Plans

2. Notification and
Liaison with
Regulatory
Authorities and
Statutory Bodies

The NPI OPEP must detail the positions of persons responsible for the notification of any oil release to the relevant
authorities.

The NPl OPEP must state that when the response requires liaison with the authority responsible for the NCP
(MCA) it will be described in the relevant TOOPEP or Communication and Interface Plan.

The relevant authorities and reporting requirements are listed in Appendix D.

3. Training and
Exercises

The NPI OPEP must detail all relevant Oil Pollution Response training and exercise requirements in accordance
with the guidance provided in Appendix C.
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4. Worst Case

The NPl OPEP must describe the worst case oil release applicable to the NPI.

The Production Installation/Field OPEP or TOOPEP will detail the worst case oil release applicable upon
commencement of oil & gas activities. This will likely be a loss of well control or pipeline inventory. However it is

Release accepted in certain circumstances the NPI oil inventory may represent the worst case (e.g. when drilling dry gas
wells). In such cases the release of this inventory must be modelled in the TOOPEP or Communication and
Interface Plan in accordance with the modelling guidance in Appendix B.
The NPI OPEP must contain a description of the steps taken to limit the risks to the environment. This may include
5 Limitin references to the safety case and/or by demonstrating that suitably robust systems to train staff and assess
' ting competence and that relevant procedures are in place, particularly with regard to emergency response.
Environmental
S':Sk i?}ie The OPEP must identify all relevant pollution response roles and responsibilities. This should sequentially detail
P actions required from the initiation of ther esponse to its conclusion and sh|
Arrangements N : . :
and whené. This requirement may be delivered by the

6. Resources
Available

The NPI OPEP must state that the required well/location specific inventory of oil spill response equipment will be
provided in the Production Installation/Field OPEP or TOOPEP.

The NPI OPEP must also detail any additional oil spill response equipment maintained by the NPI owner that is not
listed in the Production Installation/Field OPEP or TOOPEP.

7. Response
Effectiveness

The NPI OPEP must state that the required well/location specific oil spill response effectiveness information will be
provided in the Production Installation/Field OPEP or TOOPEP.
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8. Dispersants

The NPI OPEP must state that the location specific TOOPEP, Installation OPEP or CIP will contain an
assessment of the potential environmental effects resulting from a release of oil including modelling and
environmental sensitivities.

The NPl OPEP must state that any well / location specific information relating to dispersants will be detailed
within the Production Installation/Field OPEP or TOOPEP.

9. Potential
Environmental
Effects

The NPI OPEP must state that measures identified to prevent, reduce or offset the potential effects resulting
from a release of oil will be provided in the Production Installation/Field OPEP or TOOPEP.

10.Reporting
Requirements

The NPI OPEP must contain a contact directory and detail the method by which reporting to the relevant
Authorities will take place (i.e. PONL1 reporting arrangements). See Appendix D.

This information will be supplemented by well/location specific information within the Production
Installation/Field OPEP or TOOPEP.
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A.7 Guidance on Requirements for Communication and Interface Plan

Assessment Table
Requirement

Guidance

1. OPEP Interface

The Communication and Interface Plan must detail the NPI Owner, the Installation Operator and the Well / Pipeline
Operator. The document must also identify the OPEPs to which it relates e.g. Onshore OPEP, NPl OPEP or
Production Installation/Field OPEP.

2. Oil Inventories

The Communication and Interface Plan must provide any well/pipeline details relevant to the proposed operation.
This should include any oil inventories/well flow rates which have not been referenced in either the Production
Installation/Field OPEP or the NPI OPEP. When required, it must include the following:
Wells
1 unique identification name/number
Y maximum unconstrained flow rates (m>/day) for all wells detailed within the OPEP. The flow rate must
be consistent with information provided in all other regulatory submissions.
9 location of wells - Latitude and Longitude (deg, min, sec)
i status (producing / suspended etc).
1 HP/HT
Pipelines
T  name/PL number
71 maximum pipeline oil inventory (m°)
1 pipeline operator
1 internal diameter (mm)
1 length (km)
Diesel
T maximum possible diesel inventory on installation(s) (m®).
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3. Description of

The Communication and Interface Plan must provide a brief description of the operations to be undertaken, the
infrastructure which is to be worked on, the duration of operations and a description of the worst case release.

Operation The anticipated commencement date of the operations should also be provided.
The Communication and Interface Planmu st c¢l early describe the i nter Plang
4. Scope relates. It must also provide details of response roles and responsibilities and identify who would take primacy in

the event of potential oil pollution scenarios.

5. Notifications and
Liaison with
Regulatory
Authorities and
Statutory Bodies

The Communication and Interface Plan must detail the positions which have responsibility to make the initial
notification to the relevant Regulatory Authorities and Statutory Bodies following a pollution event. It should also
detail the positions which have responsibility for the on-going liaison with these Regulatory Authorities and
Statutory Bodies.

If the positions responsible for the on-going liaison are detailed in the Onshore OPEP and/or Production
Installation/Field OPEP, the Communication and Interface Plan should confirm this and reference the relevant
OPEP stating where the information can be located within that document.

6. Roles and
Responsibilities

The Communication and Interface Plan should provide a description of the positions with responsibility to provide a
response to an oil pollution incident.

If this information is contained in the relevant Onshore OPEP and/or Production Installation/Field OPEP, the
Communication and Interface Plan should confirm this and reference the relevant OPEP stating where the
information can be located within that document.
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If additional oil spill response equipment e.g. dispersant or booming/containment equipment is required for the
operation, details should be provided in the Communication and Interface Plan. The following details must be
provided with regards to any such additional equipment:

7. Additional Oil 1 Details of ownership
Spill Response i Storage locations
Equipment 1 Transport arrangements to deployment site
1 Mode of deployment
1 Measures in place to ensure that the oil spill response equipment and procedures are maintained in an
operable condition.
If the operation gives rise to a new worst case oil release scenario, spill modelling must be updated. The updated
8. Modelling model should be provided within Communication and Interface Plan if the new worst case is not a permanent

change. If the new worst case is a permanent change the Production Installation / Field OPEP should be
amended.

9. Exercises

The Communication and Interface Plan should describe any additional spill response exercise requirements
resulting from the operation. See Appendix C for further guidance on exercise requirements.

10.Operations
Control Unit

If additional OCU membership is required as a result of the proposed operation, the Communication and Interface
Plan must highlight which positions may attend the OCU following a SOSREP invitation.
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APPENDIX B MODELLING GUIDANCE

B.1 Requirement to Follow OPEP Modelling Guidance

Worst case oil spill modelling within OPEPs approved under the OPRC Regulations prior to the
2015 amendment will continue to be acceptable until such times as the OPEP is submitted for a
five year review or is amended to reflect a new worst case scenario.

Any applicable new OPEP submissions, five year reviews or new worst case scenario models
submitted post 2015 amendments to the OPRC Regulations must comply with this Guidance.

B.2 Modelling Requirements

Applicable OPEPs must contain modelling which illustrates the worst case oil release
associated with the categories i T v in Table B.1 below.

It is for the Responsible Person to assess which categories are relevant to their operation and
to determine the worst case scenario for each.

In addition a Responsible Person may model other scenarios if it would facilitate the response
to smaller oil releases.

B.3 Categories
Table B.1

Highest unconstrained well flow rate. If applicable, a
i. Reservoir fluids declining flow-rate can be modelled if appropriate
justification is provided.

ii. In-field pipeline inventory Maximum oil inventory of the in-field pipeline (modelled from
mid-point)

_ o Maximum oil inventory of the major trunk pipeline (modelled
iii. Major trunk pipeline from three locations, installation, mid-point and near-shore
(15km from coast))

iv. Diesel inventory !\/Iaximu_m possible diesel invento_ry on-b(_)ard the
installation, MODU or vessel (whichever is greatest)

v. Crude inventory Maximum possible inventory of crude on-board the
installation

Note: It is only the larger of the in-field pipeline liquid hydrocarbon inventory, diesel inventory or
crude inventory (ii, iv and v) which should be modelled.

The modelling of a smaller volume of a more persistent hydrocarbon is acceptable if appropriate
justification is provided.

Any release of pipeline/diesel/crude inventory should be modelled as an instantaneous release.
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B.4

Model Input

The model should accurately represent the scenario (e.g. if the point of release is subsurface’
appropriate subsurface modelling must be carried out).

A minimum two year data-set of hydrodynamic and meteorological parameters must be used.

When selecting analogous oil the following minimum parameters should be used. If these
minimum parameters cannot be used a justification must be provided.

T
T
T
T
T

Specific Gravity
Viscosity

Wax Content
Asphaltene Content
Pour point

Modelling of the actual oil, based on appropriate weathering studies should be undertaken
whenever possible.

Stochastic modelling must be undertaken as follows:

B.5

T
T

M

Using a minimum two year time series data-set

A minimum of 100 runs should be performed (a lower number of runs may be
acceptable when accompanied by sound scientific or statistical justification)

The duration of the model period must be appropriate to the scenario (e.g. if modelling
an instantaneous release the minimum duration should be 10 days or until the oil
impacts coastlines. If modelling an on-going release the minimum duration should be 10
days). The duration of the release period must be justifiable and should consider any
discrepancy between the duration of the modelling and the identified time period
required to stop the release.

For production operations or operations extending over a year, modelling must be
carried out for each season; Winter (Dec-Feb), Spring (Mar-May), Summer (Jun-Aug)
and Autumn (Sept-Nov).

For temporary operations e.g. drilling/well intervention; the season(s) during which the
operation is to be undertaken must be used for modelling purposes. For operations
which could be subject to change it is recommended that all four seasons are modelled.
The model results must be displayed to a visible oil thickness as defined in the Bonn

Agreement Oil Appearance Code of 0.04um.

Model Output Requirements

The OPEP must include a pictorial representation of the stochastic time series data to illustrate
the minimum arrival time for oil to cross median line(s) and to reach beaching location(s). A
generic example is provided in Figure B.1.

The information in Table B.2 must be included within the OPEP, presenting the beaching
probability to at least 1%.

The OPEP must include a pictorial representation of a seasonal probability plot with the
probability threshold displayed to at least 10%. A generic example is provided in Figure B.2.
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Diagram colour schemes are at the discretion of the Responsible Person.
The information shown in Table B.3 must be included within the OPEP.

Figure B.1 i Generic seasonal arrival time plot illustrating the worst case scenario of a
well blow out

ace Oiling Arrival Times

Dec - Feb
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Table B.21 Template of required information to support Figure B.1 and B.2.

Qil Spill Modelling Summary

Spill Scenario / Descriptor e.g. Well Blowout | e.g. Loss of diesel inventory
Median Crossing
Identified median line Probability and shortest time to reach
Dec- | Mar-| Jun-| Sep-| Dec-| Mar-| Jun-| Sep-
Feb| May| Aug| Nov| Feb| May| Aug| Nov
% % % % % % % %
e.g. Norway hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs
% % % % % % % %
e.g. Denmark hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs
Landfall
Predicted locations Probability and shortest time to reach
Dec-| Mar-| Jun-| Sep-| Dec-| Mar-| Jun-| Sep-
Feb| May| Aug| Nov| Feb| May| Aug| Nov
% % % % % % % %
e.g. Aberdeenshire hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs
% % % % % % % %
e.g. Moray hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs hrs
Volume beached (m°)

Key sensitivities at risk

Sensitivities / sites of concern \

Predicted locations within the UK should specify the geographical location of the beaching e.g.
Moray Coast, West coast of Shetland. International beaching locations may use a broader
geographical description e.g. West coast of Norway.
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Figure B.21 Generic diagram illustrating the probability of oil beaching and crossing
median lines

ty of Surface Oil
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