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Safe interventions - Enforcement initiative entry into confined spaces
Please complete and send this form to Graham King – Manufacturing Sector, Sheffield

(If completing this form on screen simply mouse click or tab to appropriate box.  
To ‘check’ the box hit the space bar or click the mouse.  To ‘uncheck’ the box simply do the same.)

1 
General information

	Name of inspector:
	
	Division or LA:
	
	Industry visited: 
	


	Note - We would like you to look at the company’s arrangements and procedures for entry into confined spaces e.g. work inside tanks, process vessels, process plant, cellars, sumps, silos, drains, ovens, flues etc


2
 

Identification of confined spaces into which entry might be required

	Has the employer identified all confined spaces in which arises a reasonably foreseeable specified risk of: (This includes risks arising directly or as bi-products from materials and processes introduced into a work area that transform it into a confined space e.g. painting, cleaning, welding, including oxygen enrichment and from deposits that might release flammable and/or toxic gases and vapours.)
	Y
	N
	NA

	Serious injury from fire or explosion?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
Loss of consciousness arising from an increase in body temperature?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Loss of consciousness or asphyxiation from gas, fume, vapour or lack of oxygen?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Drowning from an increase in level of a liquid?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Asphyxiation, or inability to reach a respirable environment, due to entrapment in a free flowing solid?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



3 
Eliminating the need for entry
	Has the employer taken all reasonably practicable steps to eliminate/minimise the need for people to gain access into confined spaces by:
	Y
	N
	NA

	Modifying the confined space so that entry isn’t necessary?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Securing the confined space to prevent unauthorised access?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Providing information and instruction to unauthorised personnel on-site on why they should not access the confined space(s)?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Testing the atmosphere or sampling contents from outside using appropriate long tools, probes etc.?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Cleaning from outside using water jetting, steam or chemical cleaning, long handled tools or in place cleaning systems?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Providing a porthole, sightglass, grille, hole or remote cameras for internal inspection?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Clearing blockages in silos 
using remotely operated equipment such as rotating flail devices, vibrators and air purgers?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



4  Competence and training

	Does the company have arrangements for:
	Y
	N
	NA

	Selecting individuals for the work and rescue operations based on consideration of physical capacity, suitable build, medical conditions, aptitude, etc.?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Addressing the needs of those whose first language is not English?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Ensuring individuals are properly trained in all aspects of the task including undertaking a risk assessment, in relation to the safe system of work (SSOW), plant and equipment use, interpreting results of atmospheric testing and / or sampling of contents; correct fitting and use of PPE and RPE (face seal issues etc), how to prevent forseeable risks arising, emergency procedures etc.?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Taking account of individuals’ knowledge, experience and skills for carrying out confined space work?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Selecting competent contractors when the employer does not have in-house competence?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Providing information to contractors on the confined space hazards, including access limitations, they will encounter to allow them to plan for the work?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



5 
Risk assessments and safe systems of work

	5.1  Where entry into confined spaces cannot be avoided:
	Y
	N
	NA

	Has a suitable and sufficient assessment of all the risks been carried out? - not just the specified risks - See Section 2?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Have the results of the risk assessment been used to provide safe systems of work?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	5.2  Do the safe systems of work take account of:

	Supervision requirements?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	The suitability and competence of those doing the work?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Communications between those inside and outside of the confined space and how to summon help in an emergency?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Isolation of mechanical and electrical equipment and pipework?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Cleaning, purging, ventilating, testing and monitoring the atmosphere?; 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Selection and use of suitable equipment e.g. non-sparking tools, extra low voltage equipment etc.?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Hazards introduced by the work to be undertaken?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Access and egress?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	The potential for human error and rule violation?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Fire precautions?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Emergency, evacuation, rescue and resuscitation arrangements?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Making the rescue team aware when work is going on in the confined space and ensuring their availability?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	The provision of a permit-to-work procedure (a permit-to-work procedure is always required unless the assessed risks are low and easily controlled, e.g. entry to pub cellars for normal purposes)?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	PPE and RPE requirements?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



6  Provision and maintenance of equipment needed for entry and rescue

	Does the company have adequate arrangement for the provision, maintenance and inspection of equipment needed for work inside confined spaces?

Note: This should include equipment needed for access and egress, atmospheric testing, ventilation, personal protection (including respiratory protection), breathing and associated air supplies, use in flammable atmospheres, rescue and resuscitation.
	Y
	N

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



7  Emergency arrangements

	
	Y
	N
	NA

	Do the employer’s arrangements ensure that no person enters, or carries out work in, a confined space unless suitable and sufficient arrangements have been made for rescuing them in the event of an emergency?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Can the employer demonstrate the effectiveness of these arrangements?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Do the emergency arrangements take account of requirements for:

	Raising the alarm?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Rescue and resuscitation?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Safeguarding the rescuers, including their fitness to wear breathing apparatus?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	The training and competence of the rescuers?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Dynamic risk assessment for rescue?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Fire safety?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Control of plant?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	First aid?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Calling the public emergency services?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


8  
Management system - Managing and organising the safe systems of work (SSOW)
	Is there evidence to show the following:
	Y
	N

	Managers and supervisors understand and accept their responsibilities for the operation of the SSOW and any permit-to-work procedure?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Managers and supervisors are held accountable for the correct operation of the SSOW and any permit-to-work procedure?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Managers and supervisors are trained in the hazards and risk control measures associated with the confined space(s)?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Managers and supervisors understand their responsibilities with regard to the work of contractors including, provision of information, co-ordination, co-operation etc.?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	That, where appropriate, employees or their representatives were adequately involved and consulted during the preparation of SSOW and permit-to-work procedures they are required to follow?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Rules relating to the SSOW and any permit-to-work procedures are effectively communicated and understood?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Employees required to apply and follow the SSOW and any permit-to-work procedures have been properly trained to do so?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	The SSOW and any permit-to-work procedures are properly followed in practice?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Managers and/or supervisors monitor compliance with the SSOW and any permit-to-work procedures?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Managers and/or supervisors take appropriate remedial action if SSOW or any permit-to-work procedures are not followed properly?;
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Managers review the operation of the SSOW and any permit-to-work procedures at appropriate intervals?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



9
  Enforcement

	What was the highest level of enforcement action taken as a result of your visit? Tick boxes that apply.
	
	Identifying confined spaces
	Eliminating the need for entry
	Competence and training
	Risk assessment and SSOW
	Provision and maintenance of equipment
	Emergency arrangements
	Management system

	
	Prosecution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	PN
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	IN
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Written
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Verbal
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



10 
Comments

Please make any comments you think would help in the space below.

     
Please complete and send this form to:

Graham King HSE, Edgar Allen House, 241 Glossop Road, Sheffield S10 2GW

