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HSE Erocutve




Complaints procedure - Prompt
Pesticides checklist - User
Case No ………….

FOD Office ……………

FOD Contact ……………………………………….
Date and time of incident: …………………………………………..

Location of incident: …………………………………………………

Nature of concern: …………………………………………………….

Please send all information relating to the incident on completion of the investigation/follow up to the Pesticides Administrator, Agriculture and Food Sector, Nottingham. 

The information will be used by HSE’s  Pesticide Incidents Appraisal Panel (PIAP) to assist with the post-approval monitoring of pesticides and with the production of HSE’s annual pesticides incident report. See SIM 01/2008/05 for more information about the role of PIAP.
Please read carefully the NOTES section at the end before filling in this form
	Q1 Who was name of the company or contractor who was using or applying the pesticide?
	Name
Address

Tel No.



	Q2 Who owns or uses the land where the pesticide was used or applied?
	Name 
Address

Tel No.



	Q3 Which pesticides were applied to the land or crop?
	Type e.g. fungicide, herbicide, insecticide, rodenticide etc  

Trade Name
HSE or MAPP Approval No.

Active ingredient(s)

	Q4 What was the reason for applying or using the pesticide?
	

	Q5 How was the pesticide applied?
	


	Q6 What do you know or recall about the incident?
	

	Q7 What were the weather conditions at the time?
	Wind direction
Wind speed

Dry/raining

Sunshine/Cloud

	Q8 Who was actually applying or using the pesticide?
	Name 
Address

Tel No:



	Q9 Did the operator/user hold a certificate of competence or other qualification?
	

	Q10 Was prior notification or warning of the pesticide treatment given?
	


Notes: 

Q1 – Details of the company or the contractor who was applying or using the pesticide. This may be the land owner i.e. farmer but in many cases it will be an independent contractor. This company will be the main duty holder under the pesticide legislation. Q8 asks for details of the individual person who was actually carrying out the work i.e. operating the sprayer.
Q2 – Details of the company or person who owns and/or uses the land where the pesticide was applied are important. The company or individual may still have responsibilities under the pesticide legislation even if not directly involved in applying the pesticide.

Q3 – Enter the required details for all pesticides involved in the incident. Most agricultural contractors and farmers now keep written spray records so the simplest way of obtaining details of the pesticides is to ask for a copy of the spray record. Information about individual approved pesticides may be found on the Pesticide Safety Directorate (PSD) website (www.pesticides.gov.uk) in the case of agricultural products and on the HSE website (www.hse.gov.uk/biocides) in the case of non-agricultural products.
Q4 – Enter the reason for the use of the pesticide.
Q5 – Enter details of the application method or equipment e.g. manual or mechanical spreading, boom sprayer, knapsack sprayer, controlled dose applicator (CDA) etc. Most pesticides are applied using either a boom or knapsack sprayer.
Q6 – Ask the user what he/she knows about the incident. In cases of alleged ill health, it is important to show that the complainant (or other person alleged to be affected) was actually exposed to the pesticide e.g. Did the user see the complainant in the vicinity of the spraying? What was complainant  doing at the time? Where was the complainant in relation to where the pesticide was being sprayed? How far was the complainant from the sprayer? Which way was the wind blowing (see Q7)?  Was there any visible spray drift? How did the complainant respond?
Q7 –  In most cases the wind direction is the most important factor. Farmers and agricultural contractors are likely to measure and record the wind speed and direction before spraying crops or fields (see Q3). Movement of clouds, smoke or trees  also  give indications of wind direction. Wind speed is also important. Rustling of leaves or the bending of trees  give some indication of wind speed.

NB Most cases fail at PIAP because of a lack of information to show that the complainant was actually exposed to a pesticide. Many reports state the wind speed and direction but lack any information about the location of the person (alleged to be affected) in relation to where the spraying was taking place. The key factors are – the location of the person, the location or path of the sprayer and the wind direction in relation to both. A sketch or map is a good way of presenting this information.

Q8 – Enter details of the individual person who was carrying out the work i.e. operating the sprayer. 


Q9 - Users of agricultural pesticides should normally hold a certificate of competency issued by the National Training Proficiency Council (NPTC) unless entitled to ‘grandfather rights’ or working under direct supervision of a certificate holder. Please give reason if no certificate held.
Q10 - Prior notification or warning of pesticide application is not a current legal requirement except for the spraying of potato haulms with sulphuric acid. 

