
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Date:
	
	

	
	
	

	Reference:
	GSL4 (pka GES11 Bristol pilot version)

	
	

	

	Dear (Sir or Madam)


Health and Safety at Work Etc Act 1974

Gas Safety (Installation and Use) Regulations 1998
Premises: (Please fill in details of relevant premises)
An investigation is under way into gas work alleged to have been carried out by you at the above premises on (Please enter date). Under Regulation 3(3) of the Gas Safety (Installation and Use) Regulations it is an offence for any employee or self-employed person to carry out gas work unless the employer or self-employed person is a member of a class of persons approved by HSE for the purpose. The Gas Safe Register™ is the only body approved for this purpose.

The investigation to date has produced initial evidence that you did carry out the work while not registered with the Gas Safe Register™. HSE now has to decide how to proceed with this matter.

If this is incorrect or the work was subcontracted please accept my apologies and forward to me either your registration details (including registration number) or contact details for the subcontractor.
Attached is a form to acknowledge receipt of this letter. Completion of the form for these purposes will also be taken as a formal declaration that you will not carry out any gas work that is subject to the above regulation until and unless you have obtained registration with the Gas Safe Register™. 

Please be on notice that unless you complete this form and return it to HSE within 14 days, our investigation into your alleged work will continue, with the intention of gathering full evidence, which may result in a prosecution. Furthermore, if you complete and return the form and subsequently carry out further gas work without being registered with the Gas Safe Register™, you may be prosecuted without further warning and the form may be used in evidence.

(Please use paragraph 1 below if you are in England or Wales and paragraph 2 below if you are in Scotland)
1) The penalties that can be imposed if you are convicted of carrying out gas fitting work when not registered with the Gas Safe Register™ are a fine of up to £20,000 and/or up to six months imprisonment in a Magistrates’ Court or an unlimited fine and/or up to two years imprisonment if the case is tried before a Crown Court.
OR

2) Carrying out gas fitting work without becoming registered with the Gas Safe Register™ can lead to a report being submitted to the Procurator Fiscal recommending legal proceedings.

Note:  The definition of gas work includes, but is not limited to:

· installing or re-connecting a gas fitting;

· maintaining, servicing, permanently adjusting, disconnecting, repairing, altering or renewing the fitting or purging it of gas or air;

· where the fitting is not readily movable, changing its position; and

· removing the fitting.


However, the definition does not include the disconnection and subsequent re-connection of an appliance that is connected to the gas supply by a bayonet fitting. For example moving a cooker for cleaning purposes.

While a non-registered person may carry out  ‘wet work,’ i.e. install water pipes and radiators for a central heating system, any work on the boiler itself and the final connection of the water pipework to the boiler must be performed by a Gas Safe Register™ engineer.

It is not acceptable for a Gas Safe Register™ engineer to ‘sign-off’ gas work performed by a person who is not registered in an attempt to circumvent the legal requirements. Where this occurs both the registered and unregistered engineer may face prosecution.
No reminder will be sent in relation to the content of this letter, and it is in your interest to deal with it promptly, and in any case, within 14 days.

If you have any queries in relation to this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours faithfully

(Name)
(Job Title)
Enc. Form of Acknowledgement
Further information on gas safety is available from:-

HSE Gas Safety Advice Line freephone 0800 300 363 or the HSE website at http://www.hse.gov.uk/gas/domestic/index.htm.
To find a registered engineers contact Gas Safe Register at (insert phone number) or www.gassaferegister.co.uk
REF – GSL4 attachment
FORM OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT OF LETTER
I acknowledge receipt of the letter from HSE dated ………. and declare that I have understood the summary of Regulation 3(3) of the Gas Safety (Installation and Use) Regulations contained in the letter. I further declare, by acknowledging this letter that I will not carry out any gas work subject to the above regulation until and unless I have obtained registration with the Gas Safe Register™.

In signing this form, I am not making any admission in relation to any work carried out in the past.

Signature ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

Full Name (Block capitals) ………………………………………………………………………………..

Trading name (if any) ……………………………………………………………………………………..

Address (Block capitals) ………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Once completed please return this form to (insert point of contact and HSE office address details)






3 


