
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Date:
	
	

	
	
	

	Reference:
	GSL3 (pka GES10)

	
	

	

	Dear (Sir or Madam)


Health and Safety at Work Etc Act 1974

Gas Safety (Installation and Use) Regulations 1998
Premises: (Please fill in details of relevant premises)
I have been informed that you installed/erected an extension/windows/conservatory/kitchen (Please amend or add as required) at the above premises and problems were subsequently found that affected the safety of the gas appliances.

The above legislation requires builders, double-glazing contractors, conservatory designers/installers and kitchen installers to ensure they do not do anything that may affect the health and safety of persons living in the premises. In particular Regulation 8 of the Gas Safety (Installation and Use) Regulations 1998 prohibits alterations to premises which affect the safe use of a gas appliance, the safe operation of a flue or interfere with the adequacy of the ventilation.

The need for this law is clear. Each year there are about 20 deaths arising from the use of gas. About three quarters of all incidents involve carbon monoxide poisoning and suitable ventilation is essential for safe combustion. Sometimes work is carried out which results in obstruction or reduction of this ventilation.

Detailed requirements for the ventilation and flueing of common domestic gas appliances are provided in the British Standard referred to in the appendix to this letter. You, your representatives and estimators should be familiar with these standards and ensure that the correct standard of ventilation is provided.   

Firms have been convicted of offences under gas safety legislation after they removed permanent ventilation for a gas appliance. The penalties available to the courts are outlined in the appendix.

Please ensure remedial action is taken without delay and that this important matter is addressed in all future work.

Yours faithfully

(Name)

(Job Title)
Enc: GSL3 Appendix

GSL3  APPENDIX - VENTILATION AND FLUEING FOR GAS APPLIANCES

1. There are 3 basic types of gas appliance:
(i) Open flue which draws air for combustion from inside the room in which it is sited and exhausts products of combustion via a flue to atmosphere.  A supply of permanent ventilation of some kind is almost always essential for this type of appliance to operate safely.


Example - gas fires and some types of boiler.


(ii)
Balanced flue (room sealed) which draws air for combustion from outside and exhausts products of combustion back outside.  Under normal circumstances ventilation is required only to ensure the appliance does not overheat.



Example - certain types of boiler.


(iii)
Flueless which draws air for combustion from within the room in which it is situated and discharges the products of combustion back into the room.



Example - gas cookers.
2. You should know when ventilation is required and ensure that flues are not obstructed in any way.  Details of the requirement for ventilation and flueing of all gas appliances of rated heat input not exceeding 70kW can be found in British Standard BS 5440:2008 Part 1 and BS 5440:2000 Part 2 etc obtainable from good libraries or book shops, or directly from the British Standards Institution (Tel:020 8996 9001).

3. Under safe conditions natural gas will burn with oxygen to produce carbon dioxide and water vapour.  If ventilation is poor or flueing is restricted colourless, odourless and highly toxic carbon monoxide can be formed.  Carbon monoxide can lead to headaches, drowsiness, unconsciousness and ultimately to death.

4. Examples of work known to affect the ventilation or flueing of gas appliances are given below.  There are undoubtedly others.

(i)
Double glazing installed - no permanent ventilation provided when required

(ii)
Conservatory built around permanent air vent to room, but no air vent to outside from conservatory.

(iii)
Kitchen fitted out - permanent vent obstructed by cupboards.




   - insufficient clearance around boxed in gas appliances.

(iv)
Work on roof - part of flue removed and not replaced or later obstructed.

(v)
Chimney lowered - flue becomes less effective.

(vi) 
Chimney deliberately capped obstructing flue.

(vii)
Work in loft, such as lagging, involving disconnecting flue which is subsequently incorrectly reconnected or simply left terminating in loft.

(viii)
New outside wall or other structure built such that the flue termination is obstructed.

(iv)
Cavity wall insulation which blocks flues or ventilation openings

(v)
Other building or maintenance work carried out which affects flueing or ventilation.

5. You have a legal obligation under the Gas Safety (Installation and Use) Regulations 1998 (Regulation 8) and the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 (Section 3) to work safely.  Penalties for unsafe work can be as high as £20,000 and/or up to six months imprisonment in a Magistrates’ Court or an unlimited fine and/or up to two years imprisonment in the Crown Court.
6. Anyone who carries out work on a gas installation in domestic and commercial premises must by law be registered with the Gas Safe Register™ (Tel: ??? or visit www.gassaferegister.co.uk for details); this includes activities such as changing the position of an appliance, disconnecting appliances, servicing and modification as well as installation and repair.
Further information on gas safety is available from:-

HSE Gas Safety Advice Line freephone 0800 300 363 or the HSE website at http://www.hse.gov.uk/gas/domestic/index.htm.
To find a registered engineers contact Gas Safe Register at (insert phone number) or www.gassaferegister.co.uk
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