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Background


•	 NFU Mutual assist numerous Veterinary Clients in producing business 
specific Health & Safety Systems. 

•	 NFU Mutual undertakes Peer review meetings with Vets and Practice 
Managers throughout UK to assess current safety practices. 

•	 RA’s and SWP’s drafted and circulated for amendment/approval. 
•	 RA Training for all Vets and Practice Managers. 
•	 Additional Task Specific RA’s produced. 
•	 H&S Documentation issued to each practice. 
• Top Down – Bottom Up H&S Training for Practices 
• Safety Audit / Gap Analysis of all practices, hospitals, etc. * 



Veterinary-Farmer Livestock Operations 

Assessed


• Pregnancy Diagnosis 
• Clipping 
• Foot Trimming 
• Ear Tagging 
• Calving 
• De-Horning 
• Castration 
• Humane Killing 
• TB Testing 
• Dosing * 



Identified Hazards 
• Crushing 
• Goring / Butting 
• Impact 
• Kicking 
• Slipping 
• Entrapment 
• Strains & Sprains 
• Exertion 
• Fatigue 
• Physical Restrictions 
• Age 
• Death * 



Contributory Factors 
• Familiarity / Bad Habits 
• Lack of Experience 
• Custom & Practice 
• Inadequate Handling Systems 
• Financial Restrictions 
• Gender / Breed / Temperament 
• Safety Culture / Non-Reporting 
• Lack of Safe Systems 
• Age / Fitness 
• Persons Present 
• Peer Pressure * 



What are the Outcomes 



Researched Solutions 
• Narrow Pens 
• Curved Forcing Pen 
• Curved Race 
• Covered Sides 
• Catwalks 
• Solid Gate 
• Universal Crush 
• Non-Slip Floors 
• Noise Reduction 
• Lighting 
• Health & Safety * 



Sample Generic Risk Assessment 
(Pregnancy Diagnosis) 



Sample Generic Risk Assessment 
(Foot Trimming) 



Sample Task Specific Risk Assessment 
(Foot Trimming) 



Proactive Solutions for Clients


• Cost effective 
alternatives to meet 
current legislative
requirements. 

•	 Simplified information
reflecting the end
users needs. 

•	 Practical upgrades
using existing 
systems. 



Safe Systems ? 




