
COPD PRIORITY TARGET CHECK LIST 

Assess medical evidence for risk of COPD in specific industry sectors or caused by specific substances 

Evidence for COPD in specific 
industry group or caused by a 
specific substance 

Limited evidence Low priority 
for action 
(priority 3) 

Estimate numbers of workers currently exposed 
to substance / in industry sector 

More than 

exposure 

action 

100,000 workers 

High priority for 

(Priority 1) 

Assess current exposures & UK work 
practices to determine whether the sort 
of exposures that led to disease in the 
past (demonstrated by medical 
evidence) still pose for a risk to present 
day workers. 

Less than 100,000 
workers exposed 

Medium priority for 
action 
(Priority 2) 

Assess current exposures & UK work 
practices to determine whether the sort 
of exposures that led to disease in the 
past (demonstrated by medical 
evidence) still pose for a risk to present 
day workers. 

Low exposures Current exposures / work Current exposures / work Low exposures 
under current practices likely to cause practices likely to cause under current 
workplace practices future respiratory diseases future respiratory diseases workplace practices 

Low priority 
for action 

Define type of intervention based on key criteria: number of workers 
exposed; type of industry (large firms /SMEs); range of stakeholders and 
likelihood of successful partnership working. 

Low priority 
for action 


